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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFCRMATICN

SOURCE {n5-504) Hungarias, 27, PhD an cnemietry, was an instructor
in the Phyzical Chemistcy Ipst.ivate of the Foetvoes iorand

Universzity until she 1eft Hurgary lllegally in February 1952
to Joiu her Tiance in Sweden. ©She attsnded the Eoetvoes
Lorend University, receiving her BS in chemistry (March 1948)
and ber PhD {March 1950). At the same time she wes working
on her dsctorate, she was a reaching assistant in the
University's Institute of Physicael Chemistry, and continued
her employment there until her defection. She is typical
of the hard-working, studious scientist; she saw no future
in her profession in Hungary under a +ptalitarian regime.
She was never s member of the Communist Party.

1. Life in Bungsry under the Coumunist regine 18 very diffiewlt. It
\ 18 characterized by av atmosphere of insecurity, regimentation, I

snd bureaucratic red tepe. Taople are frightened and susplcious
of each other, children often report their parents’ activities to
Party suthorities. Very few pegple willingly support the regime.
The majority of the Hungarian people have $inally realized the
erptiness of the Communist promises and from year to year they
have been noping for liberation from the regime; their hopes are
mainly directed towards +he U3, JIn Scptember 1951 they subscribed
to the second peace loan with the iZea that +they would never have
to complin payment because 1iberation would come. They still
feel ceriain it must come woonaT or later.

2. The population of Hungary can pe divided 1into four groups
secording o *heir place end standard of living in the new

society-

{a} The oldsr generation, former government employees, high
officers, intelieciusls, priests, and gentry are the least
favored elements. The regime considers them politically
unrelisble and useless. They ere unhappy, impoverished,
frightened, and 1nsecure. Their attitude tovard the regime
apd the conditions under vwhich they have +0 live is that of
reaignation. Excepted here are those who have declared *
themselves for the regime und proven their loyaslty. GThe
CP is eager to enlist into its ranks members of this
group vho are outetandicg jptellectuals, as well es other
{pdividuals who souid be used as examples to the massesd.
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- (p) Industrial workers amd white collar smployees make up another
group which i3 digaatistied with the regime. The industrial
workers are the worst pald smployees and they are digsatlsfied

with lovw wagess the Stakhanovite methods (which were intensified
in i951), and the propesed iptroduction of the t3ecade” work
period, Under this aystem, inatead o7 working 48 hours per six '
days, they would have to wark 10 days bafore takzing one day off.
The workers reel thab they have Leen exploihed and petrayed bY
. the regime which promised them a workers ! paradise. They camnot
strike; they can weitner choone thelr place of work nor leave
their Joba without special permresicn of the government.

(o) Farmars constitute the tnird popnlation group .« Although they are
dlasatisfied with high taxes, government: pressure 3 Join
agriculiural spoperatives, and the uneerbainty of thelr earnings

as members of sopperativesn, they llve under bebter ~onditions than
eny other g Hangary becsuse they are favored by the
government

50X1-HUM

() The fourth group, comprised of CF members, young people, goldiers
. and youag offizers, is bhe group which supports the regime, The
regime 13 paying tha greatesd atterdion to the vouth of the
country, end workers' and farmera! children are given preference
over childraa of whe bourgeolsie. Tnin group of pro-regime
1ndividuals i3 In the mincrity, hut 1o 1z very activé in working
for the Commrinlat Party.

3, There is 11b5le soclal ilfe in Hungary a# compared o pre-World War II
; days. Organize.‘c;'..«mal meatinga, lestures, apd conferences leave the
people almogt no lelaure. The policy «f the regime 1g to keep every-
. body busy. Citizens awe urged to Join the following orgenizations:
) the Hungarisn Red oroas, the Fightera for Preedom; the organlzation
| named "Ready for Work snd for Battle”, the Hungar.‘!.an—ﬂoviet Pxisndship
Society, the Hungarian Democratic Youth organization (p182), and the
Hungerisn Women's Democratle Organization. children from six %o 1
are urged to join the Planuer organization. In addision, all employed
persons must peiong 0 @ vrade union,

4, " The Hungsrien worker 12 Aiesatisfied with the over-organization of
his free time, Besides naving to belong i & trade union and being
urged to Join tiue orgunlizations mentioned above /Fare 37, he is 2180

asked to Join the Free Netion Friendship Ciresies (Szabad Nep Parati
Koeroek), discusslon groups which talk over internal and exfcernal
poiitice for one aour 8 week. If he bveleongs to the Fighters for
¥rgedom (Szabadnag Harcos gzervezet}, more of his Tree time 1ls Yaken
up learning how to use and vepair radlos and ocars. This organization

also teucnes Morse code &R Well &3 mergsmenusnip. The worker is also

urged to try for nembarship in the communiat Party {the Hungailan L
Wcerkers Party - Magyar Dolgozok Fartja - MDP) . Workers are entitled i
to 12 days leave per year. Workers get credit for the years they have ‘
‘been employad, for every three years of work up tc 1945, a worker is

entitled to one extra day of vacatlon and for every two years he has

worked since 1945, he gete one extra aay. Thus if a p=reod had been

working since 1939, in 1952 he would be antitled to & vacation of iT:

days. The maximum vacation pericd 1e 48 days & year. Trade unions

heve theiv own rest arese where workers may spend thelr vacations.

The cost is low and rallroad fare o the rest area is free. in order

to tighten 1its control over employees of 21l kinds, the regime introduced,

4in Pedbruary 1952, & "worker'!s bock” (Munka koenyv) which is kept by

the employer; & worker may not get 2 Jodb without it. The book is not

given to the worker when he 18 yeassigned, bub 18 transmitted by the
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-. management with remarks on the worker's efficiercy, political
reliability, etc. Pensions wers abollshed in December 1951 and an
old age insurance system was set up for all employzes beginning in
1952; this system does not apply to pensioners, and the ageq
unemployed, Under this system the employee pays one and one-kalf
per cent of his salary toward the 0ld age insurance which entitles
him ‘to 30 per cent of his wages upon retipement.

5. The average monthly wage of the Hungarian industrial worker 1s
500-800 forints per momth, Construction workers are the beat pald
laborers; they earn from 800 to one thousand forinis per month. The
following are egome examples of monthly wages (in forints):

Minister in the government - Maximum salary - three thousand.

Government employee - up to 1,500, :

Army lieutenant - two thousand

University professor -~ 1,500-2,500.

Physician (beginning salary) - T0O,

Chemist in a factory laboratory - 500 to ome thoussnd.

Head doetor - 1,500-1,800,

District doctor - 1,100-1,300.

Sales clerk in government stores - 500-800.

Barber (with tips, which are not supposed to exist but which
everybody gets) - 1,500,

Waiter in govermment restauranta {(with tips) - 1,200-1,500,

Tailor - one thousand.

Shoemaker (only about 50-60) - 800 to one thousand.

Streatcar - conductor (mostly women) - 500,

Scldier (EM) - 60,

Factory chemist - 1,100-2,500.

Researcher in sn institute - 1,100 to three thousand,

6, The cost ~t 1iving is extremely high and salaries are 1inadequate to
maintain the pre-World War II atandard of living. Purchasing power
1s based on the black market dollar rate of 50 forints whereas the
official rate is 13 forints. below is the yearly budget (in forints)
of an indnairisl worker and his wife, who is also employed. They
each ear. %400 Zorints pe> month; a totai of 14,400 per year. They
have no ohildren.

Ltenm Gost Per Month Cost Per Year
One room spartment without 70 840

tath. (One room apartments
with kitohen and hath cost
about 150 per month.)

Pleetricity and gas 6 72

Fuel (wood and coal), which 600
et be ordered in March to ‘
got 1% delivered in Nctobs)
0 per i00 kxs. This may be
paid in installmenfs.

Radio tax 12 154
Union dues - 1% per ceni of 216
wages.

Subseription to 3zabad Nep
(Huagarian Workers Party
newspaper to which everyone
mst subicribe).

12
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Item Cost Per Month Cest Per Year 2
Membership in tr. Soviet- 2 24
Hungerian Friendship Soclety
Subscription to the Soviet- 1% 18
Hungarian Friendship Soclety
paper, UJ Vilag.
0ld age pension - 14 per cent 216
ol wages, :
Subscription to second 9060
government Peace Loan of 1951 -
150 per cent of one month's
salary, which may be paid 1n
monthly installments. .
Tooth paste (three forints per 36
tube) and soap. '
Food 1,200
Total: 16,27

These expendituras do not include such things as clothing, recreation,
vacation or household furmishings. Furnituse 1is very expensive; a .
bed-souch combinstion cozts 2,500 fLorints, a chalr S50 forints, an g
ordinary table 200 forints, and & wardrobe three thousand fowints,
Linen for sheets Gests 50 forints a meser (140 om wide); there is omly
one quality available. Dishes and kitohen uteasils are also very
"expencive. The most Popular form of entertainment ic the movies; they /
are shown in Russian, Czech, Poligh,and French as well as in Hungarian,
| The cheapest movie seat 4is 1,50 forints per person, A haircut is
four forints, a weekly streetoar ticket six forints and qomtex_'s'
tiokets on the train about 10 forints per week. '

T. Food is alro axpencive, " The best produce, such as eggs, frult, beef,
lard, and bdicon, 18 sxporsed to the USSR, East Germany, and Czechoalovakia
leaving only inadequate amounts of inferior quality for domestis
consumption, Food rationing was discontinued in February 1952, A list
of foocd prices folliows: .

Item Cost in Forints
Besf per kg b
Veal per kg ' 2k
Pork per kg 28
Chiscken ~ live weight per kg 30

Bread (dark)

Until December 1951 per kg 1,80
In February 1952 per kg 2,80
Sausage per kg 65
Bacon per kg 60 (black market
only)
Milk (watered) per liter 3.60
Butter per kg 66
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Sugar (cube) ‘ 13.40 .
"Granulated beet smr Her kg 12 i
Cool’:od ham per kg 65 ‘
Flour per kg _ 46
fee (ggg?smber 1951 2.20 -
In season 1.50
Vinegar per liter 10-1"._5
Salt per kg 3-4
Paprika per kg , T0
Potatoes per kg .(small and of poor quality) 1.80
Coffee (roasted) per kg 210
Raw coffee per kg 350
Elack pepger par kg . 1,200
Green pcas in season ber kg 2

Grean beans prr kg
Dried beans per kg
Green peppers peor kg

= & W w0

Yomstoes in se62£03 per kg

Pruit is rare and of poor guality. Much of it is exported to gaot

Germany and Czschoslovakis,

Melon in season per kg © 1,50
Plums per kg 2
Apples per kg 10-15

Oranges (impopsed from south Russia -
‘not available im 1951)

Lamons per kg (imported from south Russie) 21
'Chocolate per 10 depagrans | . 13.50
Laash in factory restsurant , 3

© (poor gquality ~ little fat)
Small ocup of coftes 2.80
Apple pls per plece 1-2
Cake (torte) per piece . 2.50~-3.50
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Alcoholic drinks are very expensive and scarce, Nevertheless people,
especlally workers, drink a lobt.

Item Cost in Forints
Ordipary wine per liter . 20
Cognac (domestic) per l.ter 60-80
Corn brandy per liter . 50
Beer (one three deciliter glass) 1.80
Kossuth cigarettes (the cheapést) per package 25-30

The following is a 1lsh of prices of clothing, textiles and other
miscellaneous articles:

Iter Cost in Forints
Worker'!s sult (cheap, poor quality) 800
rair of worker's shoes 240 up
One shirt 80
Pair of socks 13
Suilt of underwear (poor quality) 20
flandicerahief (colored) 18
white handkerchief 28-30
Poplin per m 80-90
Zephyr cloth for skirts per m Lo
ciloth of 40 per ¢ent wool (poor qualisy) per m 90
Piannel per m - ' 50
Face soap per Kg 50
Laundry per 10 decagrams 3.60

At the time I ieft Hungary (February 1952) there had been taree
government loans, The first five year plan loan was initiated in
1949. Government employees and workers were asked to sutacribe at
jeast ons month's salary; people did not subscribe as much as had
been expected. In the 1950 and 1951 peace lcan drives, people vere
asked to contribute six week's sslary. . '

The policy of the Communist Regime 18 to nationalize everytining, The
rezime tries to discourage independent businessmen, but there are still
a few indepondent tradesmen such as shoemakers {*here were only 50-00
left in Ludapiest and they have A difficult time getting leather),
watchmakers who ind 1t almost impossible toc obtain spare parts
tailors who have a diffiecult time getting textiles. cofiree shop and
tavern operntors, ate, If they hine employees, they muot pay them
vagea vhich are Cixed by the goverrsisnt; they heve to pay, fov the

Cenpioyess' heglth insurance. In' addivion, they must pay & cales tax

and an 1ncome tgx. (Government employdes A0 mot 1ave to psy income
tax as thelr ralswiea gre sdjusted to irelude it.) The taxes are due
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monthly and delay in payment 1s punizhable by a fine. My father, a
watch repair man in a business which had not heen nationalized, had
a monthly income of-1200 forints out of which he paid 150 forirnts
for taxes and 80 forints for rent. He worked from 12 to 14 hours a i
day to earn that income. He had an apprentice whom he had to pay
wages of S0 forints a month and 150 forints per month for health
insurance., Iz June 1947 spartment houses snd most shops were
nationalized. On 17 Feb 52 all houmes contalning more than six rooms
were nationalized. Private ownershlp of houses with slx rooms Or more
18 permitted only when the owner's professional work requires it. One
room and a kitchen for two people are considered adequate, If a
person's house had extra rocms (by government standards). they had to
be pented. Rents are pald %o KIK (Koezueletl Ingotlanokat Kezeloe
vailalat). People living in houses with gardens pay rent in kind
(eggs, chickens, etg). We 1ived in a two-rcom apartment in a three-
story bullding. Our apartment had one large room, one zmall room and
a kitchen. Once a week, usually on Saturdays, we bathed in public
bathing houses, We shopped in government-run shopping centers, Cars
were nationalized in June 1951; only 500 to one thousand forints were
pald as compensation to each private car owner, By Febmary 1952
gasoline was’practicallr unobhtainablesand the only people allowed
privete cars were Kossuth Lajos Prize winners and other distinguished
citizens,

10. Many publlc buildings are beling constructed in Budapest; new street
car lines have been bullt, and the subway, which is one of the prides
of the city, is Lieing expanded. There has been nc construotide or
rebullding of houses or apartments; nor have hoteis along the Danube
been rebuilt, .

11. Hungariens are required to carry three kinda of 1dentification papers: f
: one which was introduced in February 1951, showing place of employment,
\ another for persagal identification, amnd one shoewing place of
residence. Specis) permits are needed to move to Budapesat, Szegéd,
Miskole, and Gyoer., Citizens may travel freely throughout Hungary
exoept in the Yugoslav border region where special permission le required,

12, Railroads are moetly double-track. Trainc run feirly regularly;
however, the coa¥ shortage often causes stoppage in service. In the
Winter of 1951-52, only the childran's car was heated. The equipment
is kapt in good condition, dovernment employees are entitled to half
fare. In the Sumnmer of 13951 there was &n sccident between Szekesfehervar
:ndtﬁflaton in which 200 people were killed; no publicity was glven
0 this,

13, Election of government.officials is supposed tc occur every three
years; the last time, hcuever, such an election took place waa in 1947. |
At that time the tlouck %Lrustees posted a list of those eligible to i
vote in every house; enemles of the people, prostitution house owners, :
and criminels were not allowed to vote. On election Gay the polls ' |
were open from 0700 to 2000. Voting instructions had been broadcast o i
before election day, The voter first had to identify himself belore i
& committee; then he entered the booth where there %es a pencil, an ;
envelope and a list of Communist Party candidates. A cross was put
next to the name of the candidate that the voter wanted to have elected.
The ballot was then placed in the énvelope, scaled, and dropped into
the ballot box; if the envelope was not sealed, the ballot was auto-
matically void. In 1950 a vote was held to get approval of the five
year plan. If a person approved, he folded the sheet. placed it 1in
the avelope, aealed 1%, and dropped 4¢ in the hox. 1If the voter
disspproved he sould pu% a cross at the dattom of the ballot, but
there were many pecple who Jdid aot oW Yow to vote zgainmet the plar.
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lh,\ All the churches arecopen and there are still some monastiic orders, l
but the properties of %the religious orders vere confiscated. There :
is no interference with religious worship. There is no anti-Semitism
as compared to former years; however, there 1s a tacii resentment
ageinst the Jews because many of them are top yank Communists. Many
peogle gecretly blame them for the troubles of Communism,
~end-
;
:|
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